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2014/15 Classroom Grants

Last school year the Foundation funded
23 classroom projects totaling $25,044:

S.W. Elementary School:
Kids in the Kitchen
How Does Our Garden Grow?
Salmon in the Classroom
Buddy Bench and Friendship Garden
Salmon Run: Art/Sewing/Writing
Whale Watching Boat Adventure/
Langley Whale Museum
Problem Solving/Positive Reinforce-
ment Room
School Farm Weather Station
Matter and Its Interactions

Langley Middle School:
Robotics for 6th Graders
LMS 7 Oceanography Program
STEM - Inventions and Technology
In-Residence Jazz Band and Concert
Band Clinicians
7th Grade Outdoor Learning
Expeditions
7th Grade Marine Environment

Culminating Experience Boat Rental - _ ]
Global Cultures Enrichment Program ¥

South Whidbey Academy:
SWA InvenTeam
Underwater Robotics Program
Sheep to Shawl — Goat Fiber
Multicultural Art
Recorder Karate
Aquaponics Project

South Whidbey High School:
Redesigning Professionalism:
Constructing Education

All Schools:
SW State Park — Bringing Learning
to Life Project

SWSF 2014/15 Annual Update

Providing financial support for teacher-requested projects & learning
activities to benefit our community’s youth.

Enhancing education to meet the
challenges of a complex world

South Whidbey Schools Foundation
funds innovative, experiential education
projects because we believe they enhance
the immediate learning process — and
beyond, well beyond.

The funding which the Foundation
supplies through your donations will
ripple as a force for good in today’s
students way past their graduation.

If you believe there is no better in-
vestment than our children’s education,
please join us with your support.

The world is increasingly complex.
Today’s society requires an ever-better
educated citizenry in both specialized
and integrative fields, some of which had
not even been defined 50 years ago.

We also have an increased awareness
and concern about ecosystems and
the environment, especially our local
Puget Sound habitat.

Today’s students will soon become
tomorrow’s workforce, decision-makers,
policy makers, engineers, caregivers,
artists, inventors, technicians. — all a
driving force in our democracy.
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DONATIONS
AT WORK

6th Grade Robotics
Teacher: Sandy Gilbert
LMS 6th grade science

“I know that robots are our future, and
I thought we needed to do this. I had so
many students who were advanced in
their mathematical and engineering skills
that we decided to write a proposal to the
Foundation.

Robotics draws upon math, science,
English, planning, programming and
engineering — all the elements needed
to create tomorrow’s world. These are
the Kkids that are discovering that they
have a talent.

I thank the donors and want them to
know that this project has touched lives.
Parents have been so thrilled that their
kids have had this opportunity.

We just don’t have the money in the
school district to buy these robotic Kkits,
so again I say, “Thank you!”

— Sandy Gilbert

Aquaponics
Teacher: Michele Sakaguchi
SWA — Science, all grades

“I did some online research and took a
course on aquaponics. I got excited that
it could be a great way to integrate sci-
ence learning in the classroom and offer
students hands-on learning and collabo-
rative learning and extending it to global
issues as well.

Aquaponics combines both plants
and fish in a recirculating environment
— growing them together. It offers a di-
rect tie-in to science concepts such as
water, nitogen cycles, plant biology,
fish anatomy, chemistry, ecosystems,
engineering, and math as well.

Having this model system in the class-
room is great because when I teach a con-
cept, students are able to go and look at
it and make the connections themselves.

They really enjoy hands-on learning
and working together to learn through
this system.”

(71:A_— Michele Sakaguchi
DONATIONS

STEM* in the Classroom

Teacher: Don Zisette
LMS 8th grade science

“Students explored current alterna
energy sources and engineering princi-
ples as they designed and constructed
solar boats and solar cars. They pro-
duced projects that demonstrated their
understanding of the technology and its
applications.

I used the solar equipment I purchased
with the grant in my Inventions class, and
this spring I am incorporating the material
into the regular 8th grade curriculum.

The grant dollars always enhance
the opportunities my students have to
experience more advanced and cur-
rent technology. Most of the materials
are reusable and will be a part of the cur-
riculum for years to come.

This opportunity provides me with the
support and materials to teach new con-
cepts that other-
wise would be left
to just theory and
little direct appli-
cation.

I had the support
from a community
member (Tim Economu) who has a strong
background in solar engineering. Tim was
a great partner in this venture, and brought
to the class a lot of real world knowledge
and true inquiry process to the engineering
and design components.”

—Don Zisette

* Science, Technology, Engineering and Math

Kids in the Kitchen

Teacher: Suzanne Haugen
SWES Kindergarten

“Kids in the Kitchen” gives kinder-
garten students a collaborative hands-
on experience of cooking while using
math measurements and reading skills
to follow a recipe.

It’s been a lot of fun, and the students
love cooking! One of their favorites was
reading the book Stone Soup and then
bringing an ingredient from home, cook-
ing the soup and then trying it. It’s been
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a good way to communicate with
families and tying the home and
school learning experience to-
gether. It’s been a big success.

We couldn’t have done it with-
out the Schools Foundation.
They provided us with the money
for supplies, materials, the refrig-
erator and oven.

We ended the project by invit-
ing families to bring in a recipe
that they’ve made at home to
share with other families.”

— Suzanne Haugen




Dear Foundation Supporters:

Last year was exceptionally good for innovative learning in the South
Whidbey School District. Thanks to supporters like you, the Foundation
provided more than $25,000 to fund 22 innovative teaching projects —

a $3,000 increase over the previous school year. Thank you!

Newly funded projects in the 2014-15 school year included robotics for
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6th graders, aquaponics, establishing a teacher’s professional develop-
ment group at the high school, and a 7th grade oceanography program.
Projects receiving continuing support included underwater robotics, professional
music clinician tutors, and school garden-related projects.

This fall the Foundation received 31 grant applications seeking over $40,000 for
the 2015-16 school year — the most ever requested. With $25,000 to distribute,
we had to get creative.

In hopes of funding all worthy projects, we deferred decisions on several in order
to raise enough additional funds between now and the time they are needed. For
example, two separate but coordinated projects involve use of an oceanographic
research vessel for several days next spring. The applicants have raised some
money through other means, but still need $3,000 from the Foundation.

That’s why your response to this end-of-year appeal is especially important!

Our all-volunteer Board works hard to provide you with a variety of ways to

fund classroom grants, including:

M responding to this year-end appeal via the attached remit envelope;

M using the Amazon SMILES SWSF portal for online purchases;

M purchasing gift cards through our SCRIP gift card purchase program,;

M attending the Foundation’s upcoming “Celebration of Talent” variety show;
and student project demonstrations at WICA on March 13;

M participating in our “Dine Out Wednesdays for SW Schools” program;

M attending our annual Spring Gala Dinner and Auction at Useless Bay Golf
& Country Club — this is our largest fundraiser;

M becoming a sponsor in our new “Adopt-a-Grant” program which allows you
to follow your educational passions by funding a specific project or area.

I hope you find this annual report informative. I hope it inspires you to renew
your support in providing funding for teacher-requested classroom projects to
enhance the education our children deserve.

Sincerely,

Chris Gibson, President
South Whidbey Schools Foundation

P.S. Donations may also be made on PayPal via our website (SWSFoundation.org).

2015/16
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SWSF funded 23 classroom projects
with $25,044 in school year 2014/2015

The Foundation awarded 23 grants
totaling $25,044 for classroom projects,
materials, equipment and off-site trip
fees in school year 2014/15.

Funded projects integrated several sub-
ject areas and included a garden learning
project, a kindergarten cooking project,
and salmon-in-the-classroom science and
art projects in the elementary school;
robotics and oceanography programs at
the middle school; music, art and STEM
programs at South Whidbey Academys;
and a professional development program
at the high school.

Several projects received continuing
Foundation support, such as a program to
bring in professional musicians to work
with the middle school orchestra and
jazz band, sponsoring field trips to South
Whidbey State Park, and helping to fund
the School District’s Garden Program.

Note: Teachers submit best case es-
timates of project costs. The total grant
amount awarded for 2014/15 was
$26,100. Actual costs were less in sever-
al cases last year, resulting in a $1,056
return of funds by the District to be used
for future grants.

Many ways to help SW students

W Adopt a classroom grant
by funding a portion of a
grant or the whole project.
Receive project updates and
a special invitation to see
the project in action. Contact
Bob Wiley at 321-2326 or
Chris Gibson at 221-8099 to
discuss current funding needs and how you
can help.

m When you ShOp Shop at AmazonSmile

on Amazon, please and Amazon will make
i a donation to:

use the Fou_ndatlon S South Whidbey

AmazonSmile Schools Foundation

shopping portal at (T

SWSFoundation.org amazon: il

m Attend the 2016 Spring Gala Dinner &
Auction May 21 at Useless Bay Golf & Country
Club...

m ...and the March 13 SWSF Celebration of Talent show

and Classroom Project Showcase at WICA
4

Fdndini for Classroom Pro'|ects in South Whidbey Schools

W Eat out at restaurants participating in our
Dine Out Wednesdays for SW Schools pro-
gram during special months.

/// ) DINE OU;[

| outh Whidbey

Schools

/ www.SWSFoundation.org
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m Purchase pre-paid gift
cards through our SCRIP
program (order form at g
www.SWSFoundation. @
org)

Financial Recap for
2014/2015

In fiscal year 2014/15, the South Whidbey
Schools Foundation received donations totaling
$25,021, and coupled with fund-raising efforts
($21,593) and interest ($15) our revenues to-
taled $46,629.

The Foundation awarded $25,044 in grants in
2014/15 for 23 classroom projects.

2014/15 Grants Awarded in
Academic Areas

Science, Math & Technology ...... $ 15,275
History, Humanities & World Cultures

.................................................. $ 5,250
Arts, Music, Drama..................... $ 2,930
Writing, Reading & Literature...... $ 1,070
General Support.........c.cccceevenene. $ 1575
Total........cocvvveieie, $ 26,100*

* $1,056 that was not used was refunded to the Foundation
for future grant use

SWSF Balances (All Funds)
July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015

Beginning Fund Balance: ~ $61,620
Ending Fund Balance: $59,669

General & Endowment Accounts: $26,729
Extra Mile/Mentorship Awards Fund: $ 7,027
Fiscal Agency (pass-through) Funds: ~ $25,913

Disbhursements

The South Whidbey Schools Foundation
served as the fiscal agency for more than
816,000 in grants funds for the following:

Ed Kelly Athletic Scholarship

SWES Library

Destination Imagination

Youth in Arts

LMS Bands

LMS SW Community Engagement Center

Puget Sound Energy

Natanya Johnson Memorial Scholarship
Fund

SWA - Underwater Robotics

SWA — World Cultures Music Choir

SWA — Aquaponics Project

SWA - Youth in Philanthropy



Thank you to our 2014/2015 donors...

Your contributions enhance the educational experience of South Whidbey students!

Individual Contributors:

Doug & Shelly Ackerman

Reva & Tom Albright

Stephanie & Michael Alexander/
Wilson

Margaret & Bob Andersen/Wolters

Michael Antetomaso

Emmy & BrianAtwood

Barb & Dave Bennett

Sara & Patrick Boin

Betty & Vince Bond

Nick & Kathy Borson

Jane Bothel

Matt & Samantha Bowley

Dria Boyer

Bristol & Megan Branson/Best

John & Lisa Butters

Tom & Sally Cahill

Laura Canby

Catherine Cassee

Gwen & Steve Clemens

Kate & Jim Cowles/Fogarty

Jeff & Jean Cravy

Keke Cribbs

Daniel & Julie Demers

Loren & Candace Engrav

Jill & Kevin Engstrom

Patricia Erickson

Carol & George Fisher

Becky & Tim Foote/Economu

Jim & Teresa Forsyth

Bob & Sue Frause

Georgia Gerber

Rocco & Kathy Gianni

Chris & Kelly Turner/Gibson
Janice & John Gibson
Michael & Eva Bistuer Gibson
Dana & Ken Gilroy

Betsy Gmerek

Steve & Julie Habecker
Jennifer Hagerman

Gail Halliday

Jack & Pat Hamilton
Carolyn Heck

Tonya & George Henny
Charlie Hensler

Gary & Linda Hominiuk/Scholten
Gavin Imes

Loren & Patty Imes

Jude Janis

Karen Jeffers

Beth Johnson

Cynthia Jones

Dana & Doug Kelly

Danielle & Eric Klein
Mariah & Clint Knoblich
John & Aracely Knox

Karen Korbelik

Becky & Bruce Lougheed
Kevin & Mary Jane Lungren
K.D. & M.B. Mack

Jana Malecki

Ryan Mason

Debbie & Warren McMenamy
Franny & Casey Mead

Jo Moccia

Clyde & Marcia Monma

Business Contributors:

Ace Hardware

Altan, Inc.

Big Sister

Boatyard Inn

Café Langley

Casey’s Crafts

Charmers Bistro

Comfort Farms

Constellation Brands

Deception Pass Tours

El Corral

Eli Ben-Tabou Chiropractic
& Wellness Center

Freeland Café

Glass Alley Café

Gordon’s on Blueberry Hill

Harmony Hills Farm

Heritage/Whidbey Island Bank

Hong Kong Gardens Restaurant

Island Style Salon

Joe’s Wood-Fired Pizza

Landshapers

Claire Moore Rebecca & Jim Sundberg

Jenanne Murphy Laura Taylor

Sooja & Wayne Nehrlich Tom & Claudia Walker

David Nelson Sharon Warwick

Ron & Jeanie Norman Nancy Welles

Dawn & Michael Paczynski Bob & Kay Wiley ,

Jan & Blair Paul Kim Williams

Cary Peterson Katherine Wright

David & Katharine Pfeiffer

Sharron Price

Helen Price-Johnson

Heather & Aaron Racicot Thank You Drowd

Linda & Mark Racicot %pp °”Unltyt Ng us the

Dorothy Read and persong, Iev 6l " @ professionay

Shirlee Read 0 5

Amy & Deb Reynolds is u?:tthmg at

Daniel Richards While h d U group unique
. ent, we all ifferg Nt co, con-

Hope Richards PUrpose: me gether for a

Susie & Chris Richards Student to deI‘St n United

Linda & Gregg Ridder Client

Donna & John Riley

Fritz & Rachel Roetman

Jim & Judy Ryland

Chris Salomone

Ellen & Dan Sargent

Mark & Barbara Schultz

Nancy Scoles

Steve Scoles

Eric Shaw

Jean Shaw

Jill Sheldon

Cynthia & John Shelton

Sophia Stoughton

Maxwelton C < Club Business Sponsors of the
axwelton Lommunity u
Miss M’s Wax Bar & Hair Boutique 2015 SWSF Annual Gala

Moonraker Books r""‘

Mukilteo Coffee Roasters o «qu.

Nichols Brothers Boat Builders
Whidbey

Parmount Hotel
ISLAND BANK

Patron Mexican Restaurant

Pickles Deli

Pine Cottage B & B

Prima Bistro A Division of Heritage Bank
Ron Norman Photography

Soleil

Sweet Mona’s I c Ho B

The Tipsy Gourmet Bnos BOAT BUILDERS
1

Useless Bay Golf & Country Club

Vibrant Fitness

Village Pizzeria

Whidbey Island Printing
& Office Supply

Whidbey Lintbusters

Whidbey Telecom




Not all learning takes place More than $30,000 in grants were dlstrlbuted .
in the classroom. SWSF also

Funds projects which involve 11 tIS CUITENt school year... au N -
field trips to local resources. DUt some had to be deferred. T - i

Will you help meet our goal?

SCHOOL  CLASSROOM PROJECTS GRANTS TOBE ORIGINAL

MADE FUNDED  GRANT
IN2016 AMOUNT
REQUESTED
Caitlin Jones SWA/ Rites of Passage Group $400 $0 $1,000
SWHS ($600)
D ':R.II'_jIR NS Rachelle Bennett SWHS Access to Sno-Isle Library/Kindle Fires $1,200 $0 $1,500
0 ONS Purchase ($300)
ko AT WORK - -
Caryn Ploof SWES Can You See the Leader in Me? $0 $564 $564
TS Susan Milan LMS STEM Field Studies and Fair $1,500 $0 $1,500
coveL, Mary Bakeman LMS 7th Grade Outdoor Learning Expedition $0 $1,500 $2,060
($560)
Teresa Baker SWES Evidence-Based Intervention & $961 $0 $961
Emotional/Behavior Management
Michele Zisette SWES Sit for Success $353 $0 $353
Chris Harshman SWHS | Marimba Project Completion $1,000 $0 $1,500
($500)
Jonathan Watkins SWA/ South Whidbey Underwater Robotics $1,500 $0 $3,000
SWHS Class ($1,500)
Pam Muncey SWES Class Hand-Made Afghan Project $149 $0 $149
Greg Ballog SWHS Atomic Modeling $265 $0 $265
Jeff Greene LMS/ Sound Recording Studio $1,550 $1,850 $3,400
SWHS
Don Zisette LMS Exploring Watershed Science $600 $0 $600
Betsy Gmerek SWA Expressionism & Principals of $0 $260 $2,000
Design-Action Art ($1,740)
Jean Cravy SWA STEM Class Physical Science Set $523 $0 $523
David Pfeiffer SWA/ A Splash of Red: Book-It Repertory $1,065 $0 $1,065
SWES Field Trip Workshops
Jennifer Gandarias SWHS Redesigning Professionalism: $901 $0 $901
Constructing Education
Bruce Callahan SWES ‘Whale Watching Boat Adventure/ $0 $1,500 $1,500
Langley Whale Museum
John LaVassar SWES Explore: Matter and Its Interactions $1,320 $0 $1,320
John LaVassar SWES Salmon in the Classroom $1,500 $0 $1,500
John LaVassar SWES Salmon Run: Art/Sewing/Writing $100 $0 $750
3 Project ($650)
How Does Our Greg Ballog LMS/ Understanding Carbon Middle School & |  $2,628 $0 $2,628
Garden Grow? SWHS | High School
Kathryn O'Brien SWHS Aquaponics Classroom Prototype & $1,200 $0 $1,200
Aeroponic Chamber
Valerie Brown SWA/ MakerSpace STEM Kits $1,200 $0 $1,200
SWES
Pam Muncey All Bringing Learning to Life - Serving at $2,400 $0 $2,400
SW State Park
Valerie Twomey SWES Learning with Legos: Engineering, $3,000 $0 $3,082
Programming & Robotics ($82)
L $25,315. $5,674  $36,921
SW State Park- Brlnglng Note: There are five additional teacher-requested grants not listed that we were ’ ™Y ’ ($5 ’932)
Leaming to Life ; unable to fund at all. If you have an interest in adopting one of these grants, ’
% please visit: www.SWSFoundation.org/adopt-a-grant




SWSF Gala raised $12,858 toward this year’s grants

The Foundation’s 2015 Gala Dinner and
Auction held May 16 at Useless Bay Golf &
Country Club raised nearly $13,000 to help
fund this school year’s classroom projects.

Heartfelt presentations were made by prin-
cipals at South Whidbey Academy (David
Pfeiffer), South Whidbey Elementary (Jeff
Cravy) and Langley Middle School (Eric Ner-
ison) on the impact that Foundation-funded
projects had on their schools. SWHS English
teacher Jennifer Gandarias spoke about the
benefits of a Foundation-funded professional
development program which she spearheaded.

A SWHS jazz combo and the Music in
Motion SWHS Choir under the direction of
Paula Ludtke, provided entertainment at the
Dinner Gala.

Various demonstrations and displays of
Foundation-funded projects were held by the
SWA Underwater Robotics Team, SWSD
Farm and Garden coordinator Cary Peterson,
and SWES teacher Bruce Callahan, and we
thank them for their involvement.

Emcee Jim Freeman auctioned off donated
items with his usual witty repartee and charm,
and helped Schools Superintendent Jo Moccia
conduct the “Medallion Game,” which in-
volves eliminating medallion holders until the
last one standing wins half the proceeds from
the medallion sales.

Special thanks to Shelly Ackerman, who
won the Medallion Game for the second year in
a row and promptly donated her entire $1,000
winnings back to the Foundation (again)!
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Davies and Felgar receive the Foundation’s
teacher recognition awards for 2014/15

Charlie Davies was honored with the
Foundation’s Extra-Mile Award which
goes to a District teacher for going the
proverbial “extra-mile” in terms of ser-
vice to students and
faculty.

Davies, a District
alum, is the special
education and work-
based learning teach-
er at South Whidbey
High School. Davies’
nomination was en-
dorsed by more than
25 district faculty
and staff.

As one of Davies’
colleagues explained: “I have seen Charlie
be a teacher first, but also a mentor.
adviser, coach, train- ___—
er, disciplinarian,
and someone whom
the students look up
to and strive to be
like. He can take a | B
bad situation and turn
it into a great positive —
learning lesson for the ‘
students. He amazes us every day... |
He gives everyone around him the |
feeling of wanting to do their best.

make sure he has given our students eV— T

ery opportunity to succeed,” wrote another.

The Foundation’s annual Mentorship
Award recognizes teachers, principals
and other school-based staff who exem-
plify the kind of commitment to students
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Chad Felgar and Charlie Dawes

2015 South Wy idbey Scp,

that creates exceptional results. Graduat-
ing seniors nominate a teacher who has
had a lasting positive impact on their
lives.

This year’s re-
cipient was Chad
Felgar, also a
South Whidbey
alum, and former
high school shop
and agriculture,
teacher.

seniors wrote: “He "

In  nominating | *;
Felgar, graduating .

always keeps stu- |

dents busy with new, _

fun projects,” wrote one senior. -

. “Mr. Felgar has influenced me”

| be the best I could possibly be. H

| has given me the confidence to be
| who I am,” wrote another student.

| “(Mr.) Felgar showed me what

| it is like to have a job, good work

‘ ethlc and to be a leader,” com-

| Shapiro, MD, and
| his wife, Debora
"""""""""" | Valis, for students
T = | in the community to
acknowledge and honor the leadership,
mentorship and inspiration of specific
teachers who have unlocked the doors to
the future for their children.

chools
en(orshxp Avwa, m"'d““‘

Look Inside... wsee
how the South Whidbey Schools
Foundation puts your donations

to work by funding innovative
classroom projects which enhance
student education.

Be sure to ‘like’ SWSF’s
Facebook page and visit our
website for frequent event
updates and alumni videos




